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T desire to explain that I intend to ask }
leave to withdraw this Bill, with the
intention of introducing a more suitable
measure to cope with the existing diffi-
culties ; & measure which will allow the
@overnor from time to time, at the re-
quest of the president of the Arbitration
Court, to appoint a Judge of the Supreme
Court, or uny person qualified to be
appointed a Cowmissioner under the
grovwons of Section 12 of the Supreme

ourt Act 1880, as deputy president of
the Arbitration Court, to act in respect
of any matter or proceeding mentioned
in his appointment ; and that the person
so appointed shall have all the rights,
powers, jurisdiction, and privileges at
present conferred on the president by
the existing Act. I think that will re-
move the difficulties with which we are
vow confronted, and will allow of the
eourt being properly constituted. The
court will then be able to travel all over
the country, and to hear cases speedily
and with ag little expense as possible to
disputants. 1 may say that we are in
this respect following the provisions of
the New South Wales Act, which per-
mits of appointing a deputy president.
Thoagh I think it provides that the
deputy president shall be a Judge of the
Supreme Court, we all know that in
New South Wales more Judges are avail-
able than in this country; and we must
therefore adopt the best possible means
of meeting the present difficulty. A Com-
missioner of the Supreme Court is next
in rank to a Judge.

Mz. Rasow: Will you not first move
for leave to introduce this Bill, and then
explain your reasons for its introduction ?

Tar MINISTER : I move: “ Thatthe
Bill be withdrawn, and that leave be
given to introduce another Bill.”

Question passed, the Bill withdrawn,
and leave given to introduce a Bill in
" lien.

BILL NO. 2.

Tup MINISTER farther moved that
the Bill be now read a first time.

M=. Rason: Without notice ?

Trre SPEAKER: Yes. I havelooked
up the matter, and have advised the
Minister that this procedure is quite in
order when the first Bill has heen with-
drawn.

Question put and puassed.

[COUNCIL.]

Bill read a first time.

Perth Hospital.

ADFOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at a quarter t
10 o’clock, until the next Tuesday after
noon.

degislatibe @ouncil,
Tuesday, 4th October, 1904.
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Address-in-Reply ro presentnhon

)

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair a
430 o'clock, p.m.

PRrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

Tue Mimisrer laid on the table the
following papers:—t, The Mining Act
1904—Return of exemptions granted
during the year ended 30th June, 1904
z, Aborigines Department—Report for
Financial Year ending 30th June, 1904
3, Annual Regulations for Ticket-of
leave Holders.

QUESTION—PERTH PUBLIC HOSPITAL

Hon. W. KINGSMILL asked: In
view of the serious congestion which must
without the provision of additional ac
commodation, inevitably take place at ar
early date at the Perth Public Hospital
is it the intention of the Fovernment te
at once proceed with the erection of the
new wing at that institution for whicl
plans have been for some time prepared |

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS re
plied : It is the intention of the Govern.
ment to provide additional accommoda.



Question, etc.

tion at the Perth Public Hospital. The
reason of the delay which has occurred
in proceeding with this work is that the
lowest tender was considerably in excess
of the authorisation; and an effort is
being made to so amend the specification
as shall enable necessary accommodation
to be provided without expending =
larger snm than that which Parliament
hae sanctioned.

QUESTION—RAILWAY TICKET, FRE-
MANTLE-SOUTH-WESTERN.

How. M. L. MOSS asked: 1, Is the
Government aware that the cost of a
railway ticket from Fremantle to any
station east of Midland Junction and
beyond Kast Perth, on the South-
Western line, is in excess of the com-
bined fares for two tickets Fremantle to
Perth and Perth to such other stations P
2, Is it intended to perpetuate this
anomaly ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS re. |

plied : 1, Attention has just been drawn
to this fact. 2, The subject will be con-
gidered and dealt with in connection with
the new issue of the Coaching Rates
Book.

PAPERS—RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
ROCKY BAY,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I move “That
there be laid upon the table of the House
all papers relating to the leasing of lands
at Rocky Bay for carriage worksho]l)]s,
and to the contracts entered into by the
Government with BMessrs. Hudson and
Ritchie for the construction of relling-
stock for the Railway Department.” T
understand the Minister will, subject to
some slight modification, not object to
the motion, and I require the papers for
necessary information.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have no objection to the motion, except
in so far as I am going to state. These
papers ure in constant use in the depart-
ment, and it wounld be seriously in-
convenient if they were to be laid on the
table of this House and remain during
the remainder of the session. To obviate
that inconvenience, I move as an amend-
ment that the words “ shall be laid on
the table ” be struck out of the motion,
and the following inserted in liew:—
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to submit for the inspection of any
mernber.” This will epable any member
of this House or of another place to
peruse the papers if desired.

Honx. M. L. MOSS: I accept the
amendment,

Question passed.

‘BILLS (3), FIRST READING.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT, Teceived
from the Legislative Assembly.

METROPOLITAN WATBRWOBKS ACT
AmExpMENT, received from the Legis-
lative Agsembly.

Frignpry SociETIES Aor AMEND-
MENT, received from the Legislative
Assembly.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and passed.

ABORIGINES PROTECTION BILL.
S8ECOND BEADING (MOVED).

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hox.
J. M, Drew): In moving the second
reading of this measure, I do not intend
to reflect in any way on the treatment of
the aborigines of the State by the main
body of settlers. I sincerely believe the
natives here, on the whole, have been
humanely treated; and farthermore I
cannot help saying, from iny experience
and the investigations I have made during
the course of my private profession, that
Y am convinced many calumnies have been
circnlated against the State in relation
to the treatment of aborigines by white
settlers. Abuses have been committed
and crimes have been committed against
aborigines, just as = white wman will act
in a barbarous wanner towards another
white man in the large cities of this
Btate. But as abuses have occurred and
do oceur, and are likely to occur in the
future, some provision must he made
with the object of endeavouring to
minimise those abuses. 1 may point out
that this s no novel lesislation. It is
partly taken from the Aborigines Act of
1886 and partly from an Act which was
passed in Queensland about seven years
ago, and I think members will come to
the conclusion, if the measure has given
satisfaction in Queensland and has been in
existence there something like seven vears

“ The Minister for Ruilways be requested | and no attempt has been made to interfere
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with the existing legislation, that the
legisiation is fairly satisfactory at any
rate, and there is some good reason why
the Government of this State should
introduce a Bill of this description. Some
of the clauses of the mensure may appear
stringent, but T am assured it is neces-
sary to provide for a full share of
protection to the aborigines. In-intro-
ducing tbis Bill T have a right to explain
the main principles of the measure. In
the first place, it is proposed that the
Government should have the power io
inquire as to how the subsidies received
by the aborigine institutions are ex-
pended. That power does not exist at
the present time. It is proposed to make
u chief protector of aborigines a pro-
tector in something more than name.
This Bill makes him the legal gnardiun
of every aboriginal child. Clause 19
abolishes the indenture sysiem, which I
think every reasonable person is prepared
to admit should no longer be continued.
Under existing conditions in Western
Auvstralin a magistrate can indenture an
aboriginal child to any person immne-
diately that child is 21 years of age. If

the measure be passed, all such inden- :

tures will be cancelled six months after
the commencement of the Act. We shall
thus end a system which I think has
given rise to u lot of adverse criticism in
the past. By Clause 20 it is proposed to
provide that wo aborigine shall be
employed without a permnit. the granting
or refusal of which vests with the pro-
tector. [MemBER: Under the age of
18.] The object is to prevent the natives
being engaged by uodesirable employers
such as Malays and Japanese, which
renders it undesirable that they should
have the ecustodianship of these blacks,
Should the protector refuse a permit, the
applicant can appeal, in the first place, to
the chief protector, and if he refuses, the
applicant can apply to the Minister,
Members will therefore see that every
reasonable safegnard is thus adopted to
ensure justice being done. By Clause
30 it is provided that an agreement may
be cancelled at any time by the protector.
The responrsibility, therefore, is thrown
on a permanent Government official.  As
in other cases, there is always the right
of appeal to the chief protector, and
after the chief protector to the Minister,
if it is considered necessary or desirable,

[COUNCIL.]

Second reading.

Dg. Hackrrr: The agreement is sub
ject to a permit?

Tre MINISTER: In thefirst instanc
there muat be a permit. Clause 35 pro
vides that any child born of a half-cast
or aborigine mother may be placed in a1
indusgtrial home. There is no power t

do this now, consequently a half-caste

who possesses few of the virtnes anc
nearly all the vices of whites, grows up t
be a mischievous and very immoral sub
ject. This Bill will tend, in a grea
measure, to remedy the abuse. I maj
say it may appear to be a cruel thing t«
tear away an aborigine child from it
mother, but it is necessary in some case:
to be cruel to be kind. I am fully con
vinced u reasonable amount of discretior
will be used in carrying out the provi
sions of that clause. In cases whers
there i reason to believe the parentagi
of a half-caste child can be established
an action may be taken against thie
alleged father to compel him to contri
bute to its maintenance; that is, if the
child is supported in a Government in
stitution the protector way take actior
against the father to endeavour to make
bim contribute towards the maintenance
of the child. By Clanse 38, any persor
who 18 found living at a pative camp i
brought nnder the law,  Hitherto it Ea.i
been punishable only to supply spirituous
and fermented liguors to aborigines, bui
Clause 47 also prohibita the supply of
opinm to aborigines. If the measure
passes, it will become an offence unde:
the Bill to supply aborigines with opium.
This clause has been found essential i
Queensland, and no doubt some necessity
exiats for its insertion in this Bill. These
are pretty well the main principles of the
measure and I hope they will receive the
a.%)prova,l of mewmbers. There is nothing
of an experimental nature in the Bill
The provisions, ag I have said, are taken
from the Aborigines Act of 1886 and
from the Queensland Aect, I am given to
understand. I beg to move the second
reading.

On motion by the Hon. R. F. SmoLz,
debate adjourned.

NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
SECOND READING.
Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M. Drew): In moving the second



Nozious Weeds Bill :

rezding of this Bill, I think I may say
there is ample justification for the intro-
duction of this measure. (e reason is
the presence of a number of noxious
weeds in the State at the present time;
and secondly the possible introduction
of farther weeds in the future and the
pecessity for efficient legislation to deal
promptly and efficiently with (he pest.
In the third place, it is absolutely neces-
sary to amend the present Act, which has
proved cumbersome in many particulurs
and in some cases unworkable. There
are several important differences between
this Bill and the measure which was
thrown out last session. In making
these differences the Government have
taken into consideration the wishes of
the Legislative Council. Clause 10 of
the old Bill gave the Minister power to
recover the cost of cleaxing noxious
weeds from private property, if the
owner neglected to do so. his was
objected to last session, and the proposal
bas been deleted from the present Bill
Clause 12 of last year's Bill provided
that owoers should not only clear their
land of noxious weeds, but should also
clear one-half of the road to which the land
might abut. This provision introduced
last segsion was strongly objected to by
members of the House. The Legislative
Council unanimously urged that the
clearing of roads should be a charge
againgt the local aunthority, whether
roads board or municipality. This sug-
gestion has heen adopted in the Bill, so
that members will see that we have
given due comsideration to suggestions
thrown out by the Council—if not to
every suggestion, as far as possible fo
the suggestions made. Clause 13 of the
old Bill making moneys expended a
charge on the land has been omitted, and
& new clanse has been ingerted authoris-
ing a mortgagee to add to his mortgage
debt any sums expended, contributed by
or recovered from him under the Bill,

Hon. M. 1. Moss: I cannot see any
provision entitling & mortgagee to do
anything, This provision seems to have
been taken from some Act without a

Tevious provision.

Taeg MINISTER: The hon. member
can point that out when he speaks, and I
shall be glad of any suggestions which
he may make. The real bone of conten-
tion in the Bill of last session was the
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linbility of the Crown to clear unoccupied
lands. That provision still remains.
Last session the Government offered to
introduce a provision that all Crowa lands,
being public reserves for stock routes or
camping grounds, and all railway re-
serves, should from time to time be
cleared. This did not satisfy the Council,
but the Government were not prepared to
do more, and the Bill was abandoned. In
the present Bill, however, the Government
may clear infested lands. [MuwsEr:
Shall.] T fail to see how we can say
*shall” to the Crown.

Dr. HacgeTr: In a case like this ?

Tre MINISTER: The Governinent
may clear infested lands adjacent to
freehold or leasehold land, whers it is
absolutely necessary that clearing must
be done; but no one can expect the
(Government to clear lands, say, 300 miles
from any settlement. There 13 no clause
compelling the Government to clear any
land. From what I koow in connestion
with the watter, I am quite positive the
Government intend expending a lar
sum of money in cleartng Crown lungi
of noxious weeds, where 1t is found to
be absolutely necessary. Last session
several members referred to poison lands
as coming under a previous Bill; bug
the matter has been decided, and it is
the opinion of the law advisers of the
Crown that wmany poison weeds do not
come under the head of *“ noxious weeds.”
I shall be prepared to hear the Bill fully
discussed, and T hope it will receive early
consideration. Our only desire is that a
perfect meagure shall be placed on the
statote book, and that it shall receive
fair criticism from hon. members. I
move that the Bill be now read & second
time.

A panse ensued. ]

uestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Ordered, That the Bill be considered
in Committee this day week.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESENTATION.

Tae PRESIDENT invited the opinion
of members as to the presentation of the
Address-in-reply to His Excellency the
Governor, now that he had returned to
Perth, '

Resolved, That the President do
present the Address to his Excellency on
behalf of the House.
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ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the thsmmn, resolved
that the House at its rising do adjourn
nntil this day week.
The House adjourned accordingly at
55 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

fegislatibe Assemblp,
Tuesday, 4th October, 1904.

Resiguation, Enst Perth (Mr, Wull'.er Jn.mes)
Questions: Loand Surveys, Arresrs
Railway Spork Arvesters . -
Railwny Freights, Katanning ...~
Bills: Industrial Conciliation und Arbitration Act
Amendment {No. 2), second reading moved,

i
§§§§§

adjourned ... &6l
Mines Regulntmu Act Amendmeut in Com-

mittee to new clouses, pmmss . 575
Maugicipal Institutions Act t, in

Committes to (*lause 6, progreas 586

Inspection of Mochinery, Recommittal in mrt
Progress §iol
Ansent to Bills (2): SuPsly No.2, Duy Dmvm Mum

cipal Ratos Validation ..

Tue SPEAKER tock the Chair at
3:30 o’clock, p.m.

PravERS.

RESIGNATION, EAST PERTH.

‘TRe SPEAKER informed the House
that he had veceived the resignation of
Mr. Walter James, the member for East
Perth.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
In purseance of this resignation, I have
to move that the geat for East Perth be
declared vacant; and in doing so I may
express my sense of regret at the fact
that the House 1s losing the services of
the member for Bast Perth (Mr. Walter
James), who I venture to say during the
whole time of his service to the State
has been an ornament to the House by
reason of his great usefulness in that
service when sitting on either side of the
Bouse. 1 think that on this occasion,
bowever, the loss the House will sustain
will be more thau compensated by the
gain the State will get in the transfer-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

ence of the hon. member's services to
London, where he can exhibit that
remarkable ability and that intense
persunsiveness which characterise all his
public utterances. While feeling assured
that the hon. member will render greater
services there than could at the present
moment be rendered by him here, I have
at the same time to express my sense of
regret in knowing that the House will
lose for the time being his services; and
T trust that the loss will be only tem-
porary, and that we shall regain the

- gervices of the hen. member here when

his time of office as Agent General
expires.

Mr. C. H. BASON: I second the
motion.

Question paased, and the seat declared
vacant.

QUESTION—LAND SURVEYS, ARREARS.

Mr. HOPEINS asked the Premier:
‘What were the total arrears in each
division of the Survey and Drafting
Branches of the Lands Department on
the 3lst day of August last?

Tae PREMIER replied : On the 31st
of August the arrears in the Survey
Branch of the Department were: Surveys
—Roads fo be marked, about 356 miles;
Town lots to be marked, 460 ; Locations
to be marked, 2,300; also u considerable
amount of general surveys that it is
dxiﬁcult to particularise. Chief Drafts-
man’s Division — 20-scale compilation
plans, 22; 20-scale to duplicate plans,
182, Standard plans, 80 and 300 scale,
13; Public plans for head office, 14;
Land agents’ plans, 28; Diagrams to
chart on 20-scale cowpilations, 2,871;
Diagrams to chart on standard and work.
ing plans, 99. Inspector of Plans
Division — Surveyors’ diagrams to be
passed, 1,084; Original plans to be
passed, 101; Instractions for surveyors
to be issued, 146. Deeds Division—
Crown grants to be prepared, 4; Con-
ditional purchase leases to be prepared,
%,?20; Pastoral leases to be prepared,

-180.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SPARK
ARRESTERS.
Mr. HORAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many locomotives on
the Government Railways have been



